State Dept.: Pueblo 
Told Not to Intrude 
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The State Department said 
yesterday the U.S. Navy intel- 
ligence ship Pueblo never had 
been ordered to sail within 
North Korea’s claimed terri- 
torial waters during the time 
it was on patrol there. 

Spokesman Robert J. Mc- 
Closkey explained that a Feb^ 
ruary, 1966 CINCPAC (Pacific 
command) document found in 
the captured ship and broadr 
cast by the North Koreans 
Thursday was merely part of 
“general instructions to 'all 
ships in the Pacific Fleet con- 
ducting such operations.” The 
document authorized patrols 
well within North Korea’s 
claimed territorial water limit 
of 12 miles. 

But McCloskey said, these 
instructions were “su- 
perseded” as far as the Pueblo 
was concerned by specific sail- 
ing orders given the Pueblo 
five days before she began her 
ill-fated intelligence mission 
last Jan. 10. He said the Pueb- 
lo’s probing was limited to no 
closer than 13 miles off the 
North Korean shore. 

McCloskey’s comments were 
made yesterday to correct an 
account in Thursday’s edition 
of The Washington Post which 
declared the Pueblo at one 
time had been “ordered” to in- 
trude into territorial waters 
claimed by North Korea. 

The State Department also 
disclosed that its official car- 
tographer, an drawing maps 
for the Government in 1965 — 
one year before the CINCPAC 
authorization — listed North 
Korea’s territorial water claim 
at 12 miles offshore. 

At issue is North Korea’s at- 
tempt to justify its seizure of 
the Pueblo and her 83-man 
crew last Jan. 23 for trespass- 
ing. 

The United States has 
stated that the Pueblo was 
clearly outside even North Ko- 
rea’s claimed limit when 
seized. U.S. ofsicials also have 
stated that they have no rea- 
son to believe that the Pueblo 
trespassed into these waters at 
any time during her January 
•intelligence mission. Officials 
also say they have no knowl- 
edge of any other U.S. Navy 
intelligence ships intruding, 
either. 

The United States limits its 
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own territorial water border 
to three miles offshore and as- 
sumes this limit for other na- 
tions, unless they specify oth- 
erwise. North Korea, however, 
has at various times claimed 
territorial waters as far out as 
12 miles. 

In the Feb., 1966 top secret 
CINCPAC instructions which 
North Korea broadcast, and 
the State Department later 
confirmed, the wording reads: 
“Surface patrols to the three- 
mile limit off North Korea 
and C h i c o m (Communist 
China) held islands in the 
Paracels are authorized.” 

The CINCPAC instructions 
differentiate North Korea and 
the Paracels from other 
Chinese areas, Soviet territory 
and other nations claiming a 
12-mile territorial water limit. 


